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ANSTO Access Pathways 

• Enquiry form  
• First time users 
• Either Access, Program or Commercial 

Expression of 
Interest 

• Normal access, one time use, mail in, etc . 
• With in the 12 month range 
• Frequent users of ANSTO Facilities. 

Access  
Proposal 

• Long term proposal - years 
• A number of access proposals in the overall 

program 

Program 
Proposal 



ANSTO Access Policy 
• Principle Investigator agrees to principles of non-proprietary research 

and takes responsibility for their team 
– Non-proprietary research (no IP) 
– Publish in open literature 
– Acknowledgment of ANSTO on publication 

• Collaboration, Partnership vs Service (consistent with the 
“Australian Code for the Responsible Conduct of Research”) 

– Collaboration – “special” technical/experimental setup, 
assistance with data analysis, writing papers 

– Service – standard assistance with experiment up to and 
including data reduction 

– Partnership 
– Data policy 
 

• Each Researcher completes a Guest Researcher agreement upon 
arrival 

– Safety 
– Security 
– Confidentiality 
– Has Medical Insurance/Cover (international users) 



Proposal Process 
• Submission (Proposal Deadlines: 15 Sep, 15 Mar) 

 
• Review – online through Web portal 

– Scientific – national & international experts  
– Technical & Safety Review 
– Regulatory Review (DECO, ASNO, Animal Ethics, etc.) 
– External Advisory Committees 

 
– Platform Leader approves recommendation & makes adjustments if 

required 
 

• Scheduling 
– user office & platform scientists 

 
• Completion  

– customer feedback requested 
 

• Reporting  
– brief scientific report 
– publications 



Proposal Review Process 
• Scientific Review (up to 6 reviewers) 

– Scientific merit (interesting, relevance to field) 
– Planning of experiment including the efficient use of 

samples and equipment 
– Ranking 

 
 



Proposal Review Process 
• Technical Review (ANSTO Scientists) 

– instrumental/technical feasibility 
– recommendation on beam-time allocation 
– efficient use of sample/sample environment 
– sample environment ready, adequate and will fit the 

instrument 
– overlap with other groups, 
– type of experimenters (new users, students etc.) 
– any hazard 
– special scheduling features 

 
 



Proposal Review Process 
• Safety review (Lab Manager or scientific staff) 

– special hazards concerning sample, incl. irradiation in 
beam 

– sample handling after experiment 
– special hazards concerning sample environment  
– any hazard in addition to what is mentioned 
– special safety procedures required 
– special scheduling features 

 
 



Proposal Details – e.g. beam time 
• Your proposed experiment should provide the 

following information (< 800 words): 
– Scientific background, 
– Aim of the proposed experiment, 
– Detailed description of experiment (remember that 

referees might not be experts in the field) 
– Results of preliminary work carried out (e.g. using 

x-rays, NMR, etc.) 
– Reason for choice of requested instrument, 
– How you calculated the requested beam time 
– List relevant published literature. 
 

• Consult with the ANSTO scientists! 



Proposal Details – e.g. Deuteration 
• Deuteration (Chemical or Biodeuteration) 
• In 500 words or less: 

– Name, quantity required, formula, molecular weight, 
class of compound and structure. 

– Biological or chemical deuteration or don't know? 
– Desired percentage deuteration and justification. 
– Describe selective deuteration if required 
– Format: deuterated biomass, partially or fully 

purified molecule(s) and quantity. 
 

• Scientific purpose for deuteration 
– Describe the proposed neutron, NMR or other 

experiment that you propose to use the deuterated 
molecule(s) 



Program Proposal Details 
• Aim and significance of the proposed research; 
• Scientific background; 
• The vision that demonstrates that this research merits the 

status of an integrated program, rather than a series of normal 
proposals; 

• Indicative description of the experiments to be carried out over the 
course of the program, including a generic list of samples and a 
provisional schedule of expected beamtime requirements; 

• A plan for implementation of the Program including timeline; 
• Results of preliminary work carried out (e.g. using x-rays, NMR, 

etc.) 
• Reason for choice of requested capability, 
• Brief description of your experience and track record with neutron 

scattering techniques, 
• List of relevant published literature (in following section). 

 
• Maximum 5000 words. 



• Following the tabs… 
– Researchers details (attending and non-

attending) 
– Instrument(s) required 
– Days / samples requested per facility 
– Preferred, available and unavailable dates 
– Sample details 
– Accept Terms & Conditions when submitting 

 



Proposal Deadlines 
• 2017-1 Round (access Jan – Jun 2017) 

 

– Proposals due (neutrons, NDF)  15 Sep 2016 
– Proposals due (all other ANSTO) 30 Sep 2016 
– Notification of access:   mid Nov 2016 
– Schedule announced:   early Dec 2016 

 
• 2017-2 Round (access Jul – Dec 2017) 

 

– Proposals due:     15 Mar 2017 
– Notification of access:   mid May 2017 
– Schedule announced:   early Jun 2017 

 



Getting Started 
• General Queries:  

user.office@ansto.gov.au 
user.office@synchrotron.org.au 

 
• Scientific Queries: joseph.bevitt@ansto.gov.au 
 
• Website: http://www.ansto.gov.au  

 
• Portal: http://portal.ansto.gov.au  

mailto:user.office@ansto.gov.au
mailto:user.office@synchrotron.org.au
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